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'THE BIG CATCH' PLAZA OFFICIALLY DEDICATED 

The C ity's newe t landmark, the "B ig 
Catch P laza," was officia lly dedi
cated Dec. l 0 before a crowd of 

about J 50 Des Mo ines bus iness leaders, 
C ity Counc il members and C ity offic ials, 
and citizens. 

The centerpiece of the plaza, located 
at the north end of the downtown district 
on Marine View Drive, is the "Big Catch" 
sculpture by artist Richard Beyer. The life
s ized scul pture depi cts a mi li ng man 
dancing with a giant fish and is intended to 
re flect the characte r of the waterfro nt com-

unity. 
Beyer, who lives and does his art work 

in Pateros, gave a sho rt talk abo ut the 
sculpture a t the dedicatio n ceremo ny. 
Speakers also inc luded M ayor Richa rd 

Ke nnedy and Don Haltennan, incoming 
president of the Des Moines Chamber of 
Commerce. 

The Big Catch Plaza was a joint pro
ject between th e C ity and C hamber of 
Commerce. The Chamber raised money 
for the project by se ll ing 627 personalized 
tiles that will be permanently laid in the 
plaza whe n the weather warm . Chamber 
offic ials presented a check for $10,400 to 
the City at a recent City Council meeting 
to he lp pay for development of the plaza. 
The Chamber and the City also split the 
cost of the sculpture. 

The dedication ceremony also includ
ed the official lighting of the downtown 
Christmas tree and hol iday music by the 
Kent Brass Ensemble. 

The centerpiece of the plaza, located at the 
norllz end of Marine View Drive dowmown, is 
"The Big Catch " sculpture by Richard Beyer. 

PRATT RETIRES; OBERMILLER APPOINTED POLICE CHIEF 

Assistant Police Chief Don 
Obermille r took over as Police 
C hief on January l fo llowing the 

retirement of long-time Police Chief 
Martin Pratt. 

Obermille r is a 25-year veteran of the 
Des Moines Police Department, starting 
as a full-time patrol officer in 197 1. Si nce 
then he has served as patrol sergeant, 
operations sergeant, detective, lie utenant 
and assis tant chief. 

He said whe n he started as a patrol 
officer the de partment had s ix officers and 
one clerk; today there are 30 full -lime 
officers. "I've watched Des Moines go 
through the growing pains of becoming a 
larger c ity," he said. 

Obermiller sa id his goal as chie f is to 
et the police departme nt c loser to the 

community. "After living here for 25 
years, I see the need for the police and 
communi ty to work c losely toge ther." 

' 1' ' 

Don Obermiller 

He added that another goal is to 
e nsure that police personne l work in a 
qual ity environment. "I want this to be a 
place where people can e njoy coming to 
work," he said. 

The former chief, Martin Prall , was 
with the department for more than 25 
years, se rving as chief for the las t 19 years. 
He said when he fi rs t started as chief the 
department often had to re ly on outside 
police he lp for assis tance with major 
crimes and in other areas. His great.est 

accomplis hme nt was in train ing and 
developing a department that could handle 
the majority of the crimes itself. 

"AnOLhe r high point was the people 
I've met, not o nly employees but business 
people and citizens," he said. "I' ve made a 
lot of good friends. ['m going to miss 
them." Pratt said he has a lot planned for 
his reti rement, inc luding working in his 
wood shop, golf, fi shing and " playing the 
p onies." 
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DIES MOINES 
DlllBCTORT 

City Hall, 21630 li th Ave. S. 
878-4595 

Bu iness Hour : Monday - Friday 
8 a.m.-4:30p.m. 

City Council - 878-4595 
Richard Kennedy. Mayor 
Scott Thomasson, Mayor Pro Tern 
Lew Anderson 
Terry Brazil 
Jeanette Burrage 
Dan Sherman 
Gary Towe 

City Offices 
City Auorney .. ......... 878-4595 
City Clerk ............ . 878-4595 
City Manager .... . ...... 870-6541 
Community Development .878-8626 
Engineering ........... . 878-8626 
Finance Director ........ . 878-4595 
Marina . . .... . ..... . ... 824-5700 
Municipal Court ... . .. . .. 878-4597 
Parks ................. 870-6556 
Police Department . .. . ... 878-330 I 
Public Works .. .. . . ..... 870-6559 
Recreation ............. 870-6527 
Senior Service .......... 878-1642 

Other Numbers 
Emergency ....... . .. . ...... 9 11 
Fire (non-emergency) .... 878-2210 
Police (non-emergency) . .. 878-3301 
Field House ............ 870-6527 
Library ................ 824-6066 
Marina . ...... . . ....... 824-5700 
Senior Center ..... . .. . .. 878- 1642 

NEW DOWNTOWN ZONING 

T he City Council has approved new 
zoning for the downtown area that 
allows more flex ibiljty for property 

owners and a wider range of land uses, 
while till main taining the small-town 
atmosphere of downtown. 

The new Downtown Commercial 
zone was proposed by members of the 
business commun ity, citizens and the city 
planning staff who worked together to 
establ ish new guidelines for downtown 
development. 

"The overall intent is to take advan
tage of the strong interest in the revitaliza
tion of downtown, to help maximi ze the 
city's potential while still maintaining a 
small-town, waterfront environment," aid 
Corbitt Loch, planning manager. 

The new zon ing allows light manu
facturing if accompanied by retail space, 
and encourages boating-related uses . 
Further, residential and commercial uses 
are allowed in the same building after 
approval by the Community Development 
Department. Previously, combined resi
dential/commercial uses required City 
Council approval. 

Property owners will have the choice 
of where to place a new building on a site. 
For instance, some build ings that depend 
on pedestrian traffic could be placed close 
to the street, while those that need store
fron t parking could be placed back. 

The new zoning affects the area 
bounded by South 216th (north), South 
230th (south) , 8th Avenue South (east), 
and Puget Sound (west). The new zoning 
does not affect the multi-family zoning 
already in p lace in the downtown area. 

1995 BUDGET MAINTAINS LEVEL OF SERVICES 

T he City Council has approved a Airpon. 
1995 budget that maintains and The overall budget represents a 7 per-
improves existing levels of city cent increase over the 1994 budget and is 

services but includes no new taxes. based on increased revenue from sales tax 
The $17.66 million budget includes receipts, higher assessed valuations and 

funding for three new police officers and increased development. 
two police community service officers. City residents will pay a lower city 
The officers are being added to maintain tax rate in 1995 because library taxes will 
the 680 - 1 ratio of residents to police no longer be collected by the city follow-
officers. A new street worker, electrical ing the voter-approved annexation of the 
inspector and personnel clerk also are library to the King County Library 
being added. System. The city tax rate for 1995 is esti-

The budget includes an additional mated at $1.68 per $ 1,000 assessed valua-

MEETING FEB. 15 ON 
TECHNOLOGY CAMPU 

C ell Therapeutics Inc. , a biopharma
ceutical firm, has signed a tentative 
agreement with the Port of Seattle 

to build a major manufacturing faci lity at 
the Des Moines Creek Technology Campus 
in the north part of Des Moines. 

The roughly 90-acre technology cam
pus, at South 2 16th Street and 24th Avenue 
South, is on noise-impacted land that has 
been acquired by the Port in recent years. 
Since it is wi thin the Des Moines city lim
its, Cell Therapeutics must obtain neces
sary permi ts and approvals from the ci ty, 
includi ng a rezone, environmental review 
and street vacations. 

The City of Des Moines and the Port 
are working together on an environmental 
impact statement that will analyze devel
opment alternatives for the campus. A 

Meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesda~Feb.15,1995 

5:30 - 7 p.m. OPEN HOUSE 
7 - 9 p.m. PUBLIC MEETING 

City Hall Council Chambers 

public meeting on the project is scheduled 
for Feb. 15, between 5:30 and 9 p.m., at 
the City Council Chambers . Interested cit
izens should call the Community 
Development Department at 878-8626 for 
information. 

Cell Therapeutics hopes to manufac
ture a new drug used to offset the side 
effects of chemotherapy. The drug is cur
rently undergoing FDA trials, targeting 
approval in 1995 or 1996. Construction of 
the manufacturing plant would start fol
lowing FDA approval. 

The facility, once operational, could 
employ up to 200 people in a 100,000 -
150,000 square- foot facility. Cell 
Therapeutics currently is located in Seattle 
and had been looking nationwide for a 
manufacturing site. 

A spokesperson for the Port of Seattle 
said it is hoped t11e firm will attract other 
simi lar bus inesses to the campus and sur
rounding region. The Port is looking f.
other tenants who provide fami ly-wa 
jobs and benefit from a close proximity to 
a major airport. The campus has room for 
three to fi ve more firms like Cell $300,000 over the 1994 allol:ment to fight tion compared to the $ 1.89 per $1,000 in 

the proposed third runway at Sea-Tac 1994. Therapeutics. 
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RECENT 
DRAINAGE 
PROJECTS 

A total of 15 asphalt street 
berms were installed to help con
vey surface water to catchbasin . 
These berms, which are l ike small 
curbs, are a co t-effective way to 
solve many minor (but trouble
some) drainage problems. This is 
an on-going project performed by 
Public Works throughout the ci ty. 

To rel ieve flooding at three 
residences in Huntington Park, 
Publ ic Works replaced 11- l/2 
feet of pipe that was plugged and 
damaged by willow tree root . 

On South 230th Street 
between Kent-De Moines Road 
and lOth Avenue South, water 

---;eepage through the road surface 
_.vas creating damage to the road 
and presenting a hazard to 
motorists in freezing conditi ons. 
Publ ic Works found and cleaned 
a buried drainage pipe while 
maintaining the roadside ditch, 
which solved thi problem. 

In the Ia t three months, 
crew in tailed 229 feet of pipe at 
the request of property owners 
(as part of the ci ty's Pipe 
Program). An addi tional 265 feet 
of pipe were installed in various 
locations throughout the city to 
remedy local drainage problem 
area . 

LOCAL SERVICES 

For reporting illegal oil 
dumping, spills or local flooding 
plea e call Frank Olson of Street 
Maintenance at 870-6559 or 
Loren Reinhold of Engineering at 
70-6524. For addi tional in fonna
ion regarding the Surface Water 
Uti li ty please call Loren Reinhold. 

Stream Workshop a Success! 
Our first stream workshop was held October 22 at 
the Senior Center at Des Moines Beach Park. 
Participants of all ages listened to presentations 
given by Trout Unlimited and Herrera Environmental 
on stream health, fish habitat protection and current 
activities in the City's streams (and Miller Creek). All 
agreed that a lot of work needs to be done to restore 
fish runs in Des Moines Creek and Massey Creek. 
Trout Unl imited reported that of 75,000 salmon fin
gerlings planted in Des Moines Creek only a few 
returned. The fish habitat appears to be degraded by 
oily substances, soap foam, garbage debris and 
erosion of stream banks caused by flash floods. 

Following the presentation, attendees were able to 
obseNe and participate in the collection of microin
verbrate (stream "bugs") from Des Moines Creek, 
just outside of the Center. After careful collection, the 
bugs were placed under microscopes for identifica
tion. Many were surprised to see a large count of 
leeches ("yuck") - yet another indication of poor 
stream health. After the workshop, attendees were 
invited to the Marina to look at Trout Unlimited' s fish 
pen where Coho and Blackmouth salmon are cur
rently being reared. 

We would like to give a special thanks to Mount 
Rainier High School for the use of their microscopes, 
to the several volunteers who are busy reading our 
newly installed stream gauges, and to Trout 
Unlimited for the valuable input at the workshop. 
With help like this, our goal to clean up and restore 
our streams will soon be realized! 

A Vacror rruck is used ro clean our carch basins and srorm lines 
ro improve surface warer drainage. 

NUMBER 5 

PLANS FOR 
IMPROVING 

MASSEY 
CREEK 

The "Lower Massey Creek 
Alternatives A nalysis" study 
was recently completed. There 
were three primary objectives of 
the study: 

1) To reduce the peak flows, 
thus reducing flash flooding 
hazard. 
2) To improve the water quali ty 
in the creek. 
3) To improve the channel fi sh 
habitat. 

Four alternatives were 
evaluated in order to come up 
with the lowest cost plan which 
will meet the objectives. The 
preferred aJternative is to con
struct three regional detention 
facili ties, increase the ize of a 
number of key culverts, and 
make channel improvements, 
particularly in the lower portion 
of the creek between lOth 
Avenue South and Marine View 
Drive. 

The improvements wi ll 
take place as Storm Water 
Utility capital project funding 
become avai lable. The fir t 
project which is expected to be 
completed in 1995, i the City 
Park regional detention facility. 
It wi ll be located adjacent to 
Kent-Des Moines road east of 
21st Avenue South. It is expect
ed to provide 6.7 acre-feet of 
storage during flood events. 
Additional information regard
ing the "Lower Massey Creek 
Alternative Analysis" study can 
be obtained by contacting the 
Des Moines Public Works office 
at 878-8626. 



NEW PUBLIC WORKS CHIEF ' z' AIRPORT COALITION UPDATE ' ' 2 

T im Heydon took over Nov. 21 as 
the new Public Works Director for 
the City of Des Moines. Dal e 

Schroeder, fo rmer Public Work Director, 
this faJI took a position with the C ity of 
SeaTac. Heydon comes to Des Moines 
from the City of Kent where he was 
Publ ic Works Opera tion Manager for 
seven years. Previo usly, 
he was Director of Public 
Works for the City of 
Snohomish. 

Among his greatest 
challenges in his new 
position in Des Moines is 
to adm inister the storm 
water drainage utility, Heydon 

inc luding comple ting a number of 
drainage projects . He said that even 
though much of the s torm water system is 
underground and not visible to everyone, 
people will notice some improvements as 
the projects are completed. Heavy rains 
this fa ll caused o nly minor flooding in 
areas where floodi ng ha been much 

•or e, show ing that improved s to rm 
~ater system main tenance does make a 
difference. We' re working hard to make 
things better," he said. 

Heydon said another challenge will 
be to undertake futu re street improvement 
projects at a time when state and federa l 
funding is being drasticall y reduced . 

WOODMONT ANNEXATION 

The City of Des Moines has 
received a petition from residents 
of the Woodmont and Redondo 

areas for annexation to the city. 
The annexation would increase the 

T he Airport Communities Coalit ion 
fought hard on many fronts in 1994 
to stop the Port of Seanle's plans to 

add a third runway to Sea-Tac Airport. 
Here's a thumbnai l look at some of the 
s tep ACC official s took during the year on 
behalf o f the c itizens of it member com
munities - tl1e c ities of Des Moines, Burien, 
Tuk wi Ia and Normandy Pa rk and the 
Highline School District. 

In 1994: 
• Testified before the House a nd 

Senate Transportation committees of the 
Washington Legis lature, and prepared 
brie fin g materials for legislator and other 
key Olympia officials. 

• Me t with representatives of neigh
boring communities a l o affected by grow
ing airport noi e, including Federa l Way, 
SeaTac and Mercer Island . 

• Coordinated efforts with c itizens' 
groups banling Sea-Tac expansion at the 
gra sroot level, including the Regio na l 
Commission on Airport Affai rs. 

• Provided testi mony and written 
comments to a pecial arb itration panel 
appointed by the s tate Transportation 
Secretary to evaluate the Port 's progre on 
noi e control and efficiency at Sea-Tac 
Airport. The panel 's re fusal to rubber
stamp Port claims - demanding instead in 
December that the Port produce noise 
reduction that is noticeable and meaningful 
to ordinary citizens- was a huge victory for 
runway foes. 

• Contributed op-ed page artic les and 
letters-to-the-editor and appeared before 
the editorial-page boards of evera l major 
newspapers in the region to explain the 
plight of area res idents and make a ca e for 

population of the c ity by 30 percent, or finding a lternatives to Sea-Tac expansion. 
7,000 to 8,000 people. • Conduc ted interviews for countless 

The proposed annexation area is TV, radio and newspaper s tories about the 
bounded by South 272nd Street (south); third runway controversy. B y keepi ng the 
Puget Sound (west); Pacific Highway heat on in the media, third runway foes sue-
South (east); and the Des Moines c ity ceeded this year in crushing the Port's 

Limits (north). hopes to stymie opposition by portraying 
The Des Moines City Council is the th ird runway as a done deal. A good 

studying the annexation proposal and example was the coverage following the 

i e potential impac ts on the city. The Puget Sound Regiona l Council executive 
ounc il will vote in January whether or board's October vote to abandon its search 
otto accept the annexation petition and for a supplementa l airport site. rnstead of 

governments and grassroots c itizen groups 
in South King County had s tiffened over 
such a blatantly political maneu ver, and 
that a third runway was no c loser to reali 
ty. 

• Lobbied lawmakers and policy
makers in Ki ng County and Olympia with 
the aid of South Ki ng County' representa
tives in the Leg islature. 

• Laid the crucia l groundwork for 
potential legal challenges to the third run
way. 

In 1995: 
The fight against the third runway 

will redouble in 1995. While citizens' 
e fforts have ucceeded in putting the Port 
on the defensive and turning many fence 
sitters' minds again t Sea-Tac expan ion, 
there is no doubting the political and 
fi nancial resources pro third runway inter
ests will muster. For ACC communities to 
remain giant killers, here are some of the 
expanded efforts p lanned: 

• Prepare a host of challenges to the 
third runway and tl1e terrible effects its 
consu·uction wou ld have on the region's 
environment. Before one shovel of d irt 
can be turned, the Port wi ll have to justify 
why it will destroy precious wet lands in 
De Moines and Mi ller c reeks, pollute the 
waters of Puget Sound and streams that 
feed it, destroy historic archeological sites 
and endanger the region's wildlife. 

• Respond to the Enviro nmental 
Impact Statement the Port must fi le in 
April 1995 as it affects air, water, noise, 
health and safety in South King Cou nty 
commun itie . 

• State ACC's case more aggressive
ly o n the many environmental issues from 
which the Port may run, but can't hide. 

• Organize a speakers' bureau to 
make the case against Sea-Tac expansion 
and for alternative transportatio n solutions 
before busine s and civic groups through
out the region. 

• Expand ACC's innuence by 
increasing the ranks and commitment of 
member communities. 

• Reach out to the South King County 
bu iness communi ty, many of whose in ter
ests will suffer as bad ly from third-runway 

plac.e the meas~re o n the . ba llot. s inging the Port's song, virtua lly 
Reg1stered voters m the annex~uon ~rea every major news account made ~ -
would vote on the proposal w1th a s1m- c lear that the opposition of local s 

construction as will ACC com-
munities residents. 

pie majority needed for passage. 



Richard Kennedy 
Mayor 

Scott Thomasson 
Mayor Pro Tem 

Lew A ndcrson 
Council member 

SEPTEMBER 1994 
Approved the following 
Ordinances: 
• Ordinance o. 1100 
adopting land caping tan
dards for proposed public 
utility facili ties. 
• Ordinance o. 11 02 
relating 10 sound transmis
sion requirements for 
additions and remodel . 

• Held a public hearing 
10 review funding alloca
tions for 1995 Block Grant 
program projects. 

OCTOBER 1994 
• Acknowledged "Be 1 

City Project for 1994" 
award for the downtown 
project by the State 
Department of 
Transportation and the 
Federal Highway 
Administration. 

• Reviewed the 1995 
preliminary budget. 

• Approved the 
lnterlocal Emergency 
Di patch Agreement with 
Valley Communications. 

• Awarded the contract 
for mall overlay project 
to Lakeridgc in the 
amount of $32.7 10. plus 
ales tax and authorized 

the City Manager to ign. 

• Awarded the contract for 
the Big Catch Plaza con
struction project to T.C. 
Quinn Construction 
Company, Inc. in the 
amoum of $67 .962.50) 
plus sales tax. plus a con
tingency and authorized 
the Ci ty Manager to sign. 

• Held a public hearing 
regarding a textual code 
change adoption a 
Downtown Commercial 

CITY OF DES MOINES 
21 630 11th Avenue South 
Des Moines, Washington 98198 

Terry B razi I 
Council member 

Jeanette Burrage 
Council member 

Dan Sherman 
Council member 

Gary Towe 
Council member 

(DC) Lone. 

Approved the following 
ordinance: 
• Ordinance o. 1104 
c tabli hing a downtown 
commercial (D-C) cia si
fi cation or LOne, wi th 
accom panying land usc 
regulations: amending 
land caping and parking 
regulations applicable to 
the downtown commercial 
LOne; provid ing for 
appeals of administrative 
decisions; amending the 
definition of "mixed usc". 

Approved the following 
Resolution : 
• Resolution o. 777 
endorsing the efforts of the 

ational League of Cities 
10 inform ci tizens about the 
impact of unfunded federal 
mandates and resolving to 
educate members of the 
Washington State 

Congressional Delegation 
about the impact of 
unfunded federal man
dates. 

NOVEMBER 1994 
Approved the following 

ordinances: 
• Ordinance o. II 05 
regulating the usc or bicy
cle paths, prohibiting the 
usc of bicycle paths for 
vehicular traffic . prohibit
ing parking in bi cycle 
paths. authorizing the 
impound of unattended 
vehicles found in bicycle 
paths, and providing 
penalties. 
• Ordinance o. II 06 
amending cctions of the 
zoning code and adding 
new provisions to provide 
revised regu lations for 
fami ly daycarc providers 
and adult family homes. 

• Directed Administration 

to prepare amendments to 
the Comprehensive Plan, 

orth eighborhood 
Element to study inclusion 
of iting of a sports park 
facility 

• Authorized the City 
Manager 10 sign the 
amendment 10 the 
Conservation Future 
lnterloca l Cooperat ion 
Agreement between King 
County and the City of Des 
Moines for open space 
bond acquisi tion projects. 

Approved the fol lowit
rc olution: 
• Reso lution No. 778 
decl ining to ratify the 
countywide planning poli 
cies adopted by King 
County pursuant to the 
Growth Management Act 
and stating the objection 
of the City of Des Moines. 

• Held a public hearing 
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